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Abstract
According to the definition issued by Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO), the three main concerns regarding the con-
notation of food security are as follows: First, the availability of
sufficient quantities of food. Secondly, the access through which
individuals can acquire appropriate foods. Finally, the utilization
of food focuses on nutrition that also includes food storage, pro-
cessing, health and sanitation as they relate to nutrition. The three
concerns are relative to each other, but are not necessary in conflict
with the goals of trade liberalization.

Due to the impact of many food safety scandals caused over
the past few years, Taiwan has begun to appreciate “food and farm-
ing education”. However, for Taiwan, there are inevitable conflicts
between reaching the goal of food and farming education as well as
the demand of economic development through trade liberalization.

Given that food security is an indispensable part of national securi-
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ty, this paper suggests that the policy of “food and farming educa-
tion” should be considered carefully and even reoriented. Addition-
ally, for the sake of Taiwan’s national interest, it is not appropriate

to follow the case that Japan has experienced.

Keywords: Trade liberalization, protectionism, food security, food

safety, conflict of interest
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