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Abstract

This paper explores how Japan responds to the strategic
threats posed by China in the military and economic domains
through the lens of threat-balancing theory. Based on the 2024 Asia
Power Index, a descriptive analysis and comparison of the military
and economic capabilities of China and Japan is conducted. The
study examines whether the QUAD can effectively mitigate Japan’s
perception of threats from China and identifies the primary sourc-
es of these threats, which include China’s geographical proximity,
growth in comprehensive national power, enhancement of offensive
capabilities, and aggressive intentions. Particular attention is given
to China’s military expansion in the East China Sea, South China
Sea, and Taiwan Strait, as well as its economic influence on global
supply chains, which collectively exert pressure on Japan’s national
security.

The findings indicate that the QUAD’s collaborations in ar-
eas such as joint military exercises, technological cooperation, and

-112-



Security and Intelligence Studies, Vol. 8, No. 1 January 2025

supply chain diversification will enhance Japan’s relative power in
terms of military deterrence, economic resilience, and regional stra-
tegic stability. Furthermore, Japan utilizes diplomatic, economic,
and military cooperation to reconcile policy and interest differences
among QUAD members, promoting the organization’s future devel-
opment to effectively counter China’s influence in the Indo-Pacific

region.

Keywords: Japan, China, QUAD, China-Japan Relations, Balance of
Threat
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1§53 65.9 » WPHEL 29.3 73HEHHE 8 - HAHGEE 9 550 27.0 <
REUR R BT AR SRR R RURHAREE ) - EAE TR R
FOB T HE i _E 5B R et L « 10 H ABEAE A TEIRE ST /5 Th 3

® i RS E R A S AR T E A ] RAVEREEA o DL 2 (R
REREEE » — ~ EHHE L H (military expenditure) > BIDAHTE5MER (market
exchange rates) STRIVEIEEH] - MBI EHEFEER LRVERHEA =
HELH > BHEETITE (purchasing power parity, PPP) 515 - DIBUR
B PR E B FHARRAE -

Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Defence spending,”
The Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024, <https://power.lowyinstitute.org/data/
military-capability/defence-spending/> (2024 49 H 23 H&#H ) -

¥ RIS R S EER A  E A - YIS AR FTACE o i 4
(EFsfEsEG A » 43R E— - #4578 (military and paramilitary forces)
SEETRR RIS D RATEE . = - FI 4 - IR {4 (raining,
readiness and sustainment) » 7 & &R AT SEATLE R RN 0 = - BRFILE
B (combat experience) - i Wi EE [ A R ERAC Bl AIRE ) 5 DU ~ FEHEANFZER]
(command and control) - FF{fFE AT EHTA M -

Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Armed forces,”
The Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024, <https://power.lowyinstitute.org/data/
military-capability/armed-forces/> (2024 /£ 9 H 23 H&#H ) -
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53 28.6  HEHEE 4 5 HARLL28.0 0HE4456 5 5 HINAILL 16.6 73HE
HE 9 o P BRI G KR ENEEVZ - M 1 HALER
s LEA—EEE  EEMENZENE LB P ENE -

EFFREE ST » TS LL 94.3 73 HE44EE 1 - B R ERISAE
NigES e » Il 74.4 38456 2 - HARPEREE 70 1653 34.9 ¢
VEINLL 35.7 73 BEFAEE 6 » EIEHEREE 8 » 1543 33.5 < ¥ HIILIA]

? RESHIF R S ETERE 06 - Z2FESERA IR B EE  R S R K
fHE A 8 TR SE A © — ~ [EEK (land warfare) DA% 8] (manoeuvre) F1K
77 (land warfare: firepower) Z£ W JEZF{di ; — ~ /&K (maritime warfare) HI|
LLSHIYEHE (sea control) ~ X 7 (firepower) K& F3E 1 (sea denial) 5 = IEEY
fii 5 = ~ 228K (air warfare) I DB (fighters) K BkFT7$% (enablers)
WIEEES 5 PO~ BHS ~ 1B EFISTFE (technology, maintenance and range)
FHE e P 2R R S R F4ERERE ST -
Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Weapons and
platforms,” The Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024, <https://power.
lowyinstitute.org/data/military-capability/weapons-and-platforms/> (2024 4
9 H23 H&H) -
¥ LR S E AR K IR E - B RIRHIROK IR E &
LUK 22 R E R A S $R AE JIHY 22 -
¥ RHEAE TR TE S B E B RO IR SRR (R R AE 7 LRI - 0 9 b T AR
2% 5f 28 (ground-based missile launchers) ~ 58 75 22 58 7 (ballistic missile
submarines) -~ 25 _F 7 & ¥ 5 (long-range maritime force projection)
E&IHE 1-AE /7 (area denial capabilities) ~ f&¥RAE JJ (intelligence capabilities)
FI4E4EHE ST (cyber capabilities) FEFEAE » HEET < BITEERIG BUES - 4945 (EHK
BRI E ] -

* Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Signature
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PIEELL 83.2 73845 5 - TG5> 73.2 - HEash 6 - HAHEREE 7
15§93 66.4 » * BEUR AL P HEA SRR R STERB AR A/ FE
REST » REFHGER S FE AR RZ M MERF IR E RV BT - IHA
FHS R ISR BRI R I - FEE SRR A MR RE T B E
E A 5 - BRIV IR T -

ML > PIRFER GRS TR B BB RS, - BUREAE
SR St A B SR IR ST IR T H B B SR T 2
B AP INEE T H A R B RE T TR - ARIR B PP
am > AR H AR RS MR E NSO | S
AL B ) R HER - fI40 © 2017 SRS TR g 22 o N e

capabilities,” The Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024, <https://power.
lowyinstitute.org/data/military-capability/signature-capabilities/> (2024 4 9
H23 H&H#) -
TR ERE A T A AT 28  TUE SRR - DUR BRI IR IE AR G
T W AEE R @I RS BRI EE -
* TN BEARSARNE R & B S Y S BRI ERAE 0T - EdE
30 [ 0% (ground forces deployment) #1756 B &2 (naval deployment)
S S B I N S T T IR S R ERRE
Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Asian-military-
posture,” The Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024, <https://power.
lowyinstitute.org/data/military-capability/asian-military-posture/> (2024 4 9
H23 H&RH) -
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ZRZEIE ¢ Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Asia
Power Index 2024,” The Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024,
<https://power.lowyinstitute.org/> (2024 £ 9 H 25 H#&F) .

= REEN

WS AT E & R RS (size) ~ BIPEFERR (international
leverage) ~ BIZHE JJ (technology) FI3H 3 4 (connectivity) % PY {
J7TH » LAER A B 52 S A B BRAS Hh A A A s 22 T - W5
MEFERHATRIE R - TR R AL QUAD [l B BRI BRI B )

A (TEEE GRS 8- R HAE) ) (CHE B
2024 4F) - H 2 (PHE) o <https://www.mod.go.jp/j/surround/pdf/ch
d-act a 202410.pdf> (2024 4E 11 H 12 H&2) -
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B (ERSTERARE Y A TR L 100.0 3HERAEE 10 BRI
M= JJSEE NI GDP #98 34.279 Jk3ETC » BEERREN - EH
HE%EE 20 1543 R 80.1 » GDP #J % 27.441 JKETT  EIEELL 40.6
SR 3 0 GDP Ry 13.915 JK3ETT - HARRS > 18.7 » #4584
GDP #J 6.408 JR3E7C - MEINRAILL 5.0 3#E4456 9 » GDP #Jk 1.708
JRZETT o ¥ (AR R IR IR B - 1] H ARSI
PREECRFF KRS (EAE RINBR AT - B E

HR > BB © HHIEE L 99.9 /30HEEE 1 Hor g
BT 5+ ANMERUR AT R EREEA SRy e R A 8T

PR A ER A B A B A A E 4 (GDP) 1 Rk 0 F I B T S {H (gross
domestic product at purchasing power parity, PPP) 515 » {E RIS EE S
BREC AR BRSO EC 7 RS M -

* Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Size,” The Lowy
Institute, September 22, 2024, <htts://power.lowyinstitute.org/data/economic-
capability/size/> (2024 9 H 23 H&#H) -

P EIEAEIE R S B E R ER AR R A B R A T > DUR SN &E 7R 1
FHIRE ST - B —FE IR 2B 2E B UH (corporate giants) ~ B BT
(global reserve currency) ~ B¥[% &#4{/7%H (international currency share) ~ ‘B
FiEEfE (official reserves) ~ H1{=Ef%# (export credit agencies) F1 3R
B 5L (sovereign wealth funds) 2 TAMERL - EKEETERERHEEIA
A B2 BRI ERE KB REB IR R ST - 25
M ERE A B B AT BRI MERE S FAVELG] - BURBIR EHAE 23K
HIREZ IS - BFE SR  8HE Bl B AR BIPE S A1 B R ey E R % » 2
BIReMBTEN - BIRHESERIMNEN e HE RS - IR R
HNERER R bR AT MEERE TT - H (S MRS th T B PE B 5 i e R
BURE MR RN L FEE - TR E A e A B HBUN A
EAE - KB ZH RV EEEMBEELOR R 2 THEK -
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553 0 {H R 2018 FELURAAR - ZYEHRHE R RATHESREE S 5 El
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EACBIREE T IR E - (B B IR R 2 ik Bl v A
FEllE o

BEAEREE ST ¥ AL 98.4 43 HEEE 1 0 BURERHE
“ Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “International

leverage,” The Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024, <htts://power.
lowyinstitute.org/data/economic-capability/international-leverage/> (2024 4
9 H23 H&E)

©ORHRAE D F I RSB ERHE ARIEE EAE S BRI E
TIPSR A B L - (AR H s R H O (high-tech exports)
A 7 7 (productivity) ~ #iff # A J73& J§ (human resources in R&D) ~ iff &
% H 5 GDP Lk 5] (R&D spending % of GDP) ~ &% H B 5% (Nobel Prizes
in sciences) ~ 84 5T B 1% (supercomputers) ~ &5 5 7Y i £ ¥ = (satellites
launched) A FA:FEJR (renewable energy) SRR o SRHRH O BT
Y CE - SR RAE 2R GH R H A2 - A2 ST 578k
FEERN AR > BURKBRBCEEMRRES] - tHE AN EREEEEE TIE
HIRFERZ ARG AN BB R - LB RBHRIEEE S « i3 H 5 GDP tt
BIFrutes ERRe A S BN AR ELERYELG] - IBUREI R RH S R
HARE o 35 H RSP A RIFE TR AR - SR E R Y 2
BT o PGt R BT RS E KRR - BURE R EIE
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AT EER - f1ItLL66.6 7 HEFEE 2 IR HAERHT FEHE
J1 ERysRES - HARPERE 30 1553 43.5 0 BIERI 154 HE456
13+ PNEL 31.6 3 HEHER 7 - * 16 8 BB h L TEIE AT E
U5~ RGBS ~ SR B E AT A AR REIRSE 4 HPRE H A
SURH RS 2 02 R - HARHERRHRE - B
R THEAN R 7 FIA T &I R R -

B PR AT M ST THISEBIS 53 92.9 » HEAE 1 Ry BRI
BASE > IG5 79.1 - HEREE 2 0 FIAHERBIREE 5 ~ EATE) )
BB » HAHEAEE 3 1550 28.1 5 HIEHEREE 5 - 50
25.9 » WIHBERAEE 7 0 1553 17.8 « ¥ FRILAERBRANT ~ BERAET »

[ BB RAE R 2R RIS T - PIF AR AR RS EE e AT B AR AR IR R i
T FERE ST - BURBIZ AT ES Rl 2B AR R AL J7 YA ST Air

“ Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Technology,” The
Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024, <htts://power.lowyinstitute.org/data/
economic-capability/technology/> (2024 49 H 23 H#&:) -

Y HAHFEE S H 5 GDP LRIy 3.3% 0 13 2.49% o {HRWE] GDP ZHE K
H A {5 4 GDP(PPP) 47 18% -

*OEUR MR T S BN R EE 5 - B IR 4K T A A R AR
ME & H AL - 55 77 Y 5 R B & 4 BK U1 T (global exports) ~ 4= ERHE [
(global imports) ~ 4= Bk # & 4} it (global investment outflows) ~ 4= ER #%
&7 A (global investment inflows) ~ P& fil5 [ (merchant fleet) F1 1 25 f& 41t
(international aviation hubs) » 2k H 2R EIZE H CIV4EEE » BUREAES
RS RS o REECZRBIZRME IS - L E RN TSR
FERERE - REREINAAZBIR HIMY ERHE R - BUR R
TBHIRRRR S B - ERIER AR M BZ B B & RO AR ]
SITIFIRRENE - PERLIXE R A B P A B S Ry - BURHOR B 5
HYE T - Mz REst = B PR A E AT 22 484 TRt flr - ASFR E TR
EEAKIYZ- YA

¥ Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Connectivity,” The
Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024, <https://power.lowyinstitute.org/data/
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(HE=F5) - HE&EE L 9% » #1523k GDP iR
9 25% » *° 534K Vishesh Agarwal 522 2 B 52 2000 £ 2020 4[4
QUAD VYR rh I 8 B EEAE AR IR B0 L7t B i f BAEERY 2
WEIN - 1 6.6% BEMNE] 34% (MEFRT) - HARE 1% Bz
26% 5 BArh ALY BERNE GDP WILLEAA AT EFF - NGRS R
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economic-capability/connectivity/> (2024 49 H 3 H#& ) -

** Vishesh Agarwal, “Do political relations affect exports to China? Evidence
fromthe ‘Quad’ ,” The World Economy, May 18, 2022 <https://onlinelibrary.
wiley.com/doi/10.1111/twec.13252> (2024 4F 11 H 15 H#&EH ) .

*' Vishesh Agarwal, Jane Golley, and Tunye Qiu, “Cooperation, conflict
and ‘Quad’ exports to China,” in Ligang Song and Yixiao Zhou eds.,
China’s Transition to a New Phase of Development (Canberra: Australian
National University Press, 2022), pp. 290-291, <http://press-files.anu.edu.au/
downloads/press/n10634/pdf/ch13.pdf> (2024 4F 11 H 15 HE#)) -
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EHAJE © Susannah Patton, Jack Sato and Hervé Lemahieu et al., “Asia
Power Index 2024,” The Lowy Institute, September 22, 2024,
<https://power.lowyinstitute.org/> (2024 ££ 9 H 25 H#&#)

T ROEEEAR > (EFOE) (R
» <https://www.meti.go.jp/report/tsuhaku2024/
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B4 2R (Geneva Centre for Security Policy, GCSP) 2§31
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2024 512 H 3 H » RyHeAR KBl T B R B K 2 38 e
RS o B 36 B B B RN P Rl e B R A B S
il SGAE IR A SE RS B ~ B S B S BRI SE E - s  SE B B
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JEFH R TR EBRL S et i F TR o HhBIRERLIE 23R 95% W8
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> Shubhajit Roy, “Jaishankar: 75% of disengagement problems with China on
LAC standoff sorted out,” The Indian Express, September 13, 2024, <https:/
indianexpress.com/article/india/nsa-doval-holds-talks-with-chinas-wang-on-
lac-standoff-9564616/> (2024 4 12 H 10 H #& %5 ) - HT Correspondent,
“Peace, tranquillity at LAC must for improving India-China relations:
Jaishankar,” Hindustan Times, March 3, 2024, <https://www.hindustantimes.
com/india-news/peace-tranquillity-at-lac-must-for-improving-india-china-
relations-jaishankar-101709441449525 . html> (2024 /£ 12 H 10 H#&:H) -
 Manish Vaid, “From Dependency to Dominance: India’ s Critical
Mineral Crusade,” The Diplomat, January 10 2024, <https://thediplomat.
com/2024/01/from-dependency-to-dominance-indias-critical-mineral-

crusade/> (2024 & 12 H 11 H&#H ) -
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*” Gracelin Baskaran and Meredith Schwartz, “China’ s intelligence footprint
in Cuba: new evidence and implications for U.S. security,” Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), December 4, 2024, <https://www.
csis.org/analysis/china-imposes-its-most-stringent-critical-minerals-export-
restrictions-yet-amidst> (2024 /12 H 11 H&#H ) -

Alexander Korolev and Fengshi Wu, “Australia’ s Critical Minerals
Strategy amid US-China Geopolitical Rivalry,” The Royal United Services
Institute (RUSI), April 22, 2024, <https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/
publications/commentary/australias-critical-minerals-strategy-amid-us-china-
geopolitical-rivalry> (2024 4 12 A 11 H&#H ) -
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KRIMHEIZHRE (foreign direct investment, FDI) 2K » {589 FDI
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BESN - ARIE 2024 47 A T I9G EER MRS E Y] ) (Joint
Statement from the Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Tokyo)
Bl 2024 5 12 H B BB ER 2 A By (2024 £ L EH )7 )
(Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic
of China 2024) it » FR3LAEZAE IR (ARG ~ Fil ~ BT
ERAYSE T ) B QUAD i S BIRERUEE - i e AR AL
RS TEY « St T RS QUAD B & B R A R I
73 BFENEEACEE K2R TE) » R - HREE -

* Peter Layton, “Australia’s Grand Strategies and the Royal Australian Air
Force,” Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs, Vol. 7, No. 6 (2024), p. 21.

% Mariana Sotomayor, Melina Sequeira, and Regan M. Thomas, Australia:
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