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Abstract

This article analyzes the intelligence analysis on the Ukraine
war released by the United Kingdom’s Ministry of Defence (MOD)
through social media platform Twitter (X), integrating NATO’s ad-
vocated public communication concepts. During the Russo-Ukraine
conflict, the UK MOD's military public affairs communications
involved professional analysis and selective dissemination of clas-
sified intelligence via Twitter (X). These efforts served multiple
functions: countering Russian disinformation, presenting narratives
distinct from those of the Russian military propaganda, highlighting
the shortcomings of Russian military tactics, promoting the suc-
cesses of Ukrainian military operations, and analyzing the political,
economic, social, and informational support for Russia’s military
activities. The UK MOD's approach has introduced a new model
for intelligence utilization in military public affairs communications
within civil society. By leveraging social media, this method reduc-

es public uncertainty about the war, delivers narratives and assess-

_54.



Security and Intelligence Studies, Vol. 8, No. 1 January 2025

ments that counter disinformation, and strengthens the government's

public communication capabilities.

Keywords: Military Public Affairs, Russo-Ukrainian Conflict, UK
Ministry of Defence, UK Intelligence Update, Social
Media
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' UK Ministry of Defence, Allied Joint Publication-10, Allied Joint Doctrine for
Strategic Communications (Shrivenham: Development, Concepts and Doctrine
Centre, 2023), p. 112.
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Huw Dylan, and Thomas J. Maguire, “Secret Intelligence and Public

Diplomacy in the Ukraine War,” Survival, Vol. 64, No. 4 (2022), pp. 35-36.

* Illia Varzhanskyi, “Reflexive Control as a Risk Factor for Using OSINT:
Insights from the Russia-Ukraine Conflict,” International Journal of
Intelligence and CounterlIntelligence, Vol. 37, No. 2 (2024), p. 420.
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U.S. Department of Defense, “Russian War in Ukraine Timeline,” <https://
www.defense.gov/Spotlights/Support-for-Ukraine/Timeline/> (2024 4+ 8 H 9
H&EH ) -

T s - Gk v 7 7 4 F B9 <https://www.mod.go.jp/j/approach/
exchange/ukraine2022.html> (2024 /£ 8 H 9 H&:H) ) -

Multinational Capability Development Campaign, “Understanding hybrid
warfare,” (MCDC Publishing, 2017), pp. 12-14, <https://assets.publishing.
service.gov.uk/media/5a8228a540f0b62305b92caa/dar mcde hybrid warfare.
pdf>.
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’ NATO, “NATO 2022 Strategic Concept,” <https://www.nato.int/nato_
static_f12014/assets/pdf/2022/6/pdf/290622-strategic-concept.pdf> (2024
10 H 28 H&H ) -

' NATO, “Setting the record straight De-bunking Russian disinformation on

NATO,” October 24, 2024, <https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/115204.

htm> (2024 4F 11 5 6 H#& ) -

James Pamment, “A Capability Definition and Assessment Framework for

Countering Disinformation, Information influence, and foreign intelligence,”

(Riga: NATO Strategic Communications Centre of Excellence, 2022), p. 15.
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" NATO Secretary General, “NATO Strategic Communication Policy, ”
Private Office of the NATO Secretary General, September 14, 2009, <https://
info.publicintelligence.net/NATO-STRATCOM-Policy.pdf> (2024 7 11 H 6
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' NATO, “NATO Military Public Affairs Policy (MC 0457/2),” February
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* UK Ministry of Defence, Joint Doctrine Publication 2-00 Intelligence,
Counter-intelligence and Security Support to Joint Operations (Shrivenham:
Development, Concepts and Doctrine Centre, 2023), pp. 7-9.

» Karla Adam, “How U.K. Intelligence Came to Tweet the Lowdown on
the War in Ukraine,” Washington Post, April 22, 2022, <https://www.
washingtonpost.com/world/2022/04/22/how-uk-intelligence-came-tweet-
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* UK Ministry of Defence, “Defence’s Response to a More Contested and

Volatile World,” July 2023, p. 49. <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.
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