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Abstract

This study examines the trend since 2024 of the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) intensifying “gray-zone operations” in wa-
ters around Taiwan and its surrounding areas, with particular focus
on evolving patterns in the activities conducted against Taiwan by
China Coast Guard (CCG) vessels and other official ships. In par-
ticular, following the February 2024 capsizing accident involving
a PRC speedboat in waters off Kinmen, the PRC increased patrols
and interference around the maritime areas of Taiwan’s outlying is-
lands, including Kinmen, Matsu, and Penghu. Moreover, during the
“Joint Sword: 2024A” exercises, the PRC for the first time incorpo-
rated CCG vessels into the drills. It has even used coast guard ships
to detain Taiwanese fishing vessels and conduct maritime inspec-
tions, thereby strengthening its coercive pressure on Taiwan. These
developments indicate an intent to “normalize law enforcement,”
challenge Taiwan’s jurisdiction, and conduct psychological warfare

against the Taiwanese public. Accordingly, this article recommends
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that Taiwan strengthen its capabilities to counter cognitive warfare
and enhance the disclosure of information on PRC threats in order

to build greater international awareness of gray-zone operations.

Keywords: China Coast Guard, Gray Zone Operations, Joint

Sword, The Taiwan Strait
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