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Abstract

This article first explains the similarities and differences be-
tween "united front" and "sharp power." Second, it studies Beijing's
"united front" or "sharp power" against Taiwan, and in this part, |
will be analyzing two different arenas: the cross-Strait battlefield
and the international battlefield. When examining the role of the
United States, it 1s found that the United States is more concerned

b 13

about China’s “sharp power” when the power is applied on the in-

(13

ternational front. Regarding Beijing’s “united front” actions toward
Taiwan, whether it is in the mainland battlefield or in the Taiwan
battlefield, the United States is less concerned and less familiar
with what is going on. Therefore, the U.S. can offer less assistance
to Taiwan. Other countries have gradually discovered that China's
"sharp power" or "united front" concerns not only Taiwan. Chi-
na regards Taiwan and Australia as junior partners of the United
States, and even accuses them of willingly serving as American col-
laborators. Taiwan, based on its experience, can share knowledge

and discuss countermeasures with Australia and the United States.
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In addition to strengthening its resolve to respond to China's "sharp
power," the United States is happy to see Taiwan and Australia
strengthen their national security mechanisms and take on some of

the responsibilities America has traditionally allotted to itself.

Keywords: United Front, Sharp Power, Influence Operations,

Cross-Strait Relations, US-Taiwan Relations
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** Sui-Lee Wee, “Daimler Apologizes as Quote Online Fuels Outcry in China,”
New York Times, February 7, 2018, p. B-7; Sui-Lee Wee, “Marriot Facing
Backlash as Survey Rankles China,” New York Times, January 12, 2018, p.
B-5.

* Robert Spalding, Stealth War: How China Took Over While America’s Elite
Slept (New York: Portfolio/Penguin, 2019), Chapter 5.
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Party’s Coercive Diplomacy,” APSI Policy Brief Report, No. 36/2020, pp. 23-
24.
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7 Harsh V. Pant and Premesha Saha, “India’s Vaccine Diplomacy Reaches
Taiwan,” Foreign Policy, April 20, 2021, <https://foreignpolicy.
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** A Pilot Study on PTT in the Context of Influence Operations (Taipei: Institute
for National Defense and Security Research, 2020), p. 8.
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Endowment for Democracy, June 21, 2021, <https://www.ned.org/wp-
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' J. Michael Cole, “Hard Edge of Sharp Power: Understanding China’s
Influence Operations Abroad,” Macdonald-Laurier Institute, October 2018,
pp. 1-23; J. Michael Cole, “The Impact of China’s Disinformation Operations
Against Taiwan,” Prospects & Perspectives, No. 21, October 2018; Li-wen
Tung, “Taiwan and the CCP’s ‘Public Opinion Warfare’,” Taiwan Strategists,
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John Bolton, The Room Where It Happened (New York: Simon and Schuster,
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** O’Brien (ed.), President Trump on China: Putting America First, pp. 33-38,
105-109.
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" Chris Buckley, “Washington and Beijing Spar Over Place Names,” New York
Times, May 7, 2018, p. A8 ; 5715, Jacques deLisle, “Foreign Policy through
Other Means: Hard Power, Soft Power, and China’s Turn to Political Warfare
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