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Abstract

The influence of transnational laborers on host countries has
been getting more and more attention from the field of econom-
ic and security studies. This paper aims to provide an analysis of
two questions: (1) Are migrant workers beneficial to the economic
growth of receiving countries? (2) Does migrant workers tend to
commit crimes or to threaten social order of receiving countries?

Through the observation and analysis on transnational labor-
ers from certain Southeast Asia countries, this paper demonstrates
that migrant workers are beneficial to the economy of Taiwan as a
whole, and they apparently pose no threats to the social security in
Taiwan. Nevertheless, the positive effect of economic contribution
made by migrant workers is not equally shared by all people but
only certain groups. Further, the case study included in this paper

shows, in comparison with people of Taiwan, migrant workers actu-
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ally have lower crime rates. Ironically, the official policy in Taiwan
is to continuously increase the number of foreign laborers from
Southeast Asia as a way to fill the void of labor shortage, but there
have not been complementary measures to eliminate the discrimi-
nation or bias from most Taiwanese people against migrant work-

CrS.

Keywords: Taiwan, Southeast Asia, Migrant Workers, Economic

Development, Social Security
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Mosley and David Singer, “Migration, Labor, and the International Political
Economy,” Annual Review of Political Science, Vol. 18 (May 2015), pp. 283-
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