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Abstract

This essay focus on the analysis of China’s escalation toward
Japan’s nationalization of Diaoyu islands, Vietnam’s provocation
on 981 drilling platform, Philippines’ application of arbitration on
the South China Sea and India’s march in Doklam. In the theoret-
ical framework of why states escalate in the disputes, this article
examines the reasons why China escalates and why China takes the
different options. The findings are as below: firstly, opposed to the
prediction of the existed research regarding escalation, the amount
of communication does not influence China’s choice of escalation.
Secondly, with the presumption of the lack of strategic rivalry, the
increase of communication may trigger China’s aggressive policy.
Thirdly, the existence of strategic rivalry will restrict the possibility
that China take the extreme options. Fourthly, if China has the ad-
vantage in international law, China will escalate rapidly.

Keywords: China, territorial disputes in Asia, escalation, strategic
rivalry, diplomatic communication
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