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An Analysis of China’s Contemporary
Social Surveillance Model from the
Perspective of Political System Theory

Szu-Wei Wu
Ph.D. Student of Department of East Asian Studies,

National Taiwan Normal University
Abstract

While the Chinese government faces the interactions and de-
velopments among the political, economic and social system, China
has gradually developed three generations of social surveillance
models in the era of reform and openness, alongside with the im-
provement of science and technology. This essay focuses itself on
the third generation of social surveillance model whose traits are
the concept of information technology based on the public-private
collaboration, and the redefinition between the purposes and means,
especially on the practices on counter-terrorism, the high-tech re-
inforcement of the public security and safeguards and the conve-
nience for the public. However, those developments also reshape
the social-state relation, and more problems emerge due to this
newly relations, inclusive of the violation of sovereignty, the imagi-
nary territory and the spilled-over authoritarian. This paper attempts
to apply political system theory to analyze the relationship among
means and purpose of the third model of the social surveillance in
China, the various policy and equipment that China utilizes in the
third model, and the diffusion and influence of this model.

Keywords: Political System Theory, Social Surveillance, Social
Credit System, Sharp Power
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