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Abstract

Among contemporary international relations studies, the bal-
ancing theory was widely applied in the analysis of international se-
curity affairs during the Cold War. The increasing complexity of the
international coopetition layout, however, resulted in the explanato-
ry power of traditional balancing theory appearing to be increasing-
ly restricted in the post-Cold War era. Some scholars hence took on
the eclecticism train of thought and modified the balancing theory
combining resources from other schools. This is how the eclectic
balancing theory became a research fad in the academic circle and
further gave rise to four branches, namely the taming strategy, the
hedging strategy, the soft balancing theory, and the institutional

balancing theory. The eclectic balancing theory has demonstrat-
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ed sharp observations about the international situation in the age
of globalization and reflects the innovative power of theoretical
studies. Each of the said branches, however, are being challenged
for their insufficiently rigid arguments and decentralized academic
power, because of the overly short development timeframe and the
lack of exchange on academic arguments. This article integrates the
research results on the basis of reviewing the evolutionary context
and the main arguments of the branches of the eclectic balancing
theory, in order to present common study basis and operating mod-
el, and then forward-looking prospects of related theoretical re-

search.

Keywords: Balancing Theory, Hedging Strategy, Taming Strategy,
Soft Balancing Theory, Institutional Balancing Theory
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R B (Hedging Strategy ) ~ BIREENE (Taming Strategy ) ~ 3%
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AT AR AR ST AR I -
BRI S » BUE 3 2 IRAY - iy 21 5 i sC 88 B DAREDD
¥ ffiy (Balance of Power) % & Fy 7 7 7E # # 42X (Kenneth

' 5 £ % Walter Laqueur, The Political Psychology of Appeasement :

Finlandization and Other Unpopular Essays (New Jersey: Transaction
Books, 1980) ; SRELL > (HiffreESE « Ay RIS (£) ) >
(FEELTE) - B 36 G5 28] (1997 F) » H 1325 BREl - (1
MEreENE © HHTRANISHYSRISHUE () ) - (EEATE) B 36 &
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N. Waltz) ~ 3 ¥f (Stephen M. Walt) Ei fii ¥t %) (Randall L.
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POERnRE o CHERUESPEER ) o BRI TR  (EIRRGER) (=
FEHRRH > 2011 ) > H 69-83 -

> Randall L. Schweller, “Managing the Rise of Great Powers: History and
Theory,” in Alastair lain Johnston and Robert S. Ross eds., Engaging China:
The Management of an Emerging Power (London: Routledge, 1999), p.7.
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* &5 H : Charles A. Kupchan, “After Pax Americana: Benign Power, Regional
Integration, and the Sources of a Stable Multipolarity,” International Security,
Vol. 23, No. 2 (Fall 1998), pp. 45-52 ; William C. Wohlforth, “The Stability of
a Unipolar World,” International Security, Vol. 24, No. 1 (Summer 1999), pp.
23-32 ; Kenneth N. Waltz, “Structural Realism after the Cold War,” in John
G. Ikenberry ed., America Unrivaled: The Future of the Balance of Power
(Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2002), pp. 29-67: Thomas Risse, “U.S.
Power in a Liberal Security Community,” in John G. Ikenberry ed., America
Unrivaled: The Future of the Balance of Power, pp. 260-283.

° Stephen M. Walt, “Keeping the World Off-Balance: Self-Restraint and U.S.
Foreign Policy,” in John G. lkenberry ed., America Unrivaled: The Future of
the Balance of Power, pp. 140-143.
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° Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society (London: Macmillan, 1995), p. 25 ;
Samuel M. Makinda, “International Society and Eclecticism in International
Relations Theory,” Cooperation and Conflict, Vol. 35, No. 2 (2000), pp.
205-206 ;5 Peter J. Katzenstein and Nobuo Okawara, “Japan, Asian-Pacific

Security, and the Case for Analytical Eclecticism,” International Security, Vol.
26, No. 3 (Winter 2001-2002), p. 177.
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I\ Bz o 71990 FE AR KRB E T BN F S (RAND
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#F%) (The United States and a Rising China: Strategic and Military
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A HTEEE » WERRSE U LA M F R B R A A R A -

AT S PE R N BIER L A i Fe i S B+ FF R LI AE
Fo AT BB R o BIANEZ K22 (Ohio University )
% HE 2K 5 (Patricia A. Weitsman ) $& H 5% B [5] %8 (Hedging
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TOBMEEE - EEUE 0 (Hedging HUIETIRE) 0 (EHINE)  H2EHT
] (2004 7 H) > H 11-18 ¢

Zalmay M. Khalilzad, et al., The United States and a Rising China: Strategic
and Military Implications (Santa Monica: RAND Corporation, 1999), pp. 63-
72.

’ Patricia A. Weitsman, Dangerous Alliances: Proponents of Peace, Weapons of

8
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National University ) ##% 522235 (Evelyn Goh) 71 & 5 #E & &
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2% (National Security Council ) RPN E R FAEE L
(Evan S. Medeiros ) LAJEHRE A & R 1] » #5850 o B s e
REGERERI 8 - " B2k PEaEEI R KZ,: (Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia ) #2057k (Cheng-Chwee Kuik ) HIFE ¥ AEEE b B
B BN R a5 B A M BOR AR R - AREET 1 3 e i dm i A
JEE B PR
WA RS o ol R S Y B AR YRR R Ry =B - P 2R
— » BIEERA TR ST A e B S B2 52 T LB E R EBIRAY AR
Me o PR R B R IEEURIRRE (Anarchy) FNRYBHMEBIZ T RAE »
B R 2 2 B BRSO a8 S0 A2 1% Bl oo aak e (7] 2
BEEZ: A R T B SR A IR « 25 - BRI FERY (B2

War (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2004), pp. 29-30.

Evelyn Goh, Meeting the China Challenge: The U.S. in Southeast Asian
Regional Security Strategies (Washington, D.C.: East-West Center, 2005), pp.
2-4.

Evan S. Medeiros, “Strategic Hedging and the Future of Asia-Pacific
Stability,” The Washington Quarterly, Vol. 29, No. 1 (Winter 2005-20006), pp.
145-14e.

Cheng-Chwee Kuik, “The Essence of Hedging: Malaysia and Singapore’s
Response to a Rising China,” Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol. 30, No. 2
(August 2008), pp. 166-171.

Cheng-Chwee Kuik and Lee Kong Chian, “Rising Dragon, Crouching Tigers?”
Biblioasia, Vol. 3, No. 4 (January 2008), pp. 5-6 ; Cai Dexian, “Hedging for
Maximum Flexibility: Singapore’s Pragmatic Approach to Security Relations
with the US and China,” Pointer, Vol. 39, No. 2 (July 2013), pp. 1-12.
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BRI {E& %3 H Evelyn Goh, Meeting the China Challenge: The U.S.
in Southeast Asian Regional Security Strategies, pp. 2-4 ; Cheng-
Chwee Kuik, Nor Azizan Idris and Abd Rahim Md Nor, “The
China Factor in the U.S. ‘Reengagement with Southeast
Asia: Drivers and Limits of Converged Hedging,” Asian Politics
& Policy, Vol. 4, No. 3 (July 2012), pp. 316-317 ; Whitney P.
Lackenbauer, et al., China’ s Arctic Ambitions and What They
Mean for Canada (Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 2018), pp.
171-172.
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" Stephen M. Walt, “Keeping the World Off-Balance: Self-Restraint and U.S.
Foreign Policy,” in John G. Ikenberry ed., America Unrivaled: The Future of
the Balance of Power, pp. 141-142.

' Stephen M. Walt, “Can the United States Be Balanced?” paper presented at the
annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, USA,
September 2-5, 2004.

"7 Stephen M. Walt, Tuming American Power: The Global Response to U.S.
Primacy (New York: Norton, 2005).
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" Stephen M. Walt, Tuming American Power: The Global Response to U.S.
Primacy, pp. 109-179.

" Stephen M. Walt, Taming American Power: The Global Response to U.S.
Primacy, pp. 180-217.

* Raymond Hinnebusch, “The Iraq War and International Relations:
Implications for Small States,” Cambridge Review of International Affairs,
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' Michael J. Mazarr, “The Risks of Ignoring Strategic Insolvency,” The
Washington Quarterly, Vol. 35, No. 4 (Fall 2012), pp. 7-22.
* Stephen G. Brooks, G. John Ikenberry and William C. Wohlforth, “Don’t
Come Home, America,” International Security, Vol. 37, No. 3 (Winter 2012-

2013), pp. 7-51.
* Robert A. Pape, “Soft Balancing: How States Pursue Security in a Unipolar

World,” paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Political
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Science Association, Chicago, USA, September 2-5, 2004.

Robert A. Pape, “Soft Balancing Against the United States,” International

Security, Vol. 30, No. 1 (Summer 2005), pp. 7-45.

T. V. Paul, “The Enduring Axioms of Balance of Power Theory,” in T. V. Paul,

James J. Wirtz, and Michel Fortmann eds., Balance of Power: Theory and

Practice in the 21st Century (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2004), pp.

1-28 5 Judith Kelley, “Strategic Non-cooperation as Soft Balancing: Why Iraq

was not Just about Iraq,” International Politics, Vol. 42, No. 2 (2005), p. 153-

173 5 Daniel Flemes, “Emerging Middle Power’s Soft Balancing Strategy,”

working paper for the German Institute of Global and Area Studies (August

2007), pp. 1-30.

*® Keir A. Lieber and Gerard Alexander, “Waiting for Balancing: Why the World
is not Pushing Back,” International Security, Vol. 30, No. 1 (Summer 2005),
pp- 109-139 ; Stephen G. Brooks and William C. Wohlforth, “Hard Times for
Soft Balancing,” International Security, Vol. 30, No. 1 (Summer 2005), pp.
72-108.

77 Robert J. Art, “Striking the Balance,” International Security, Vol. 30, No.

24

25
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* Tlai Z. Saltzman, “Soft Balancing as Foreign Policy: Assessing American
Strategy toward Japan in the Interwar Period,” pp. 133-134.
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