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Abstract

Espionage can cause severe damage onto national security
and interests. Many countries have formulated relevant laws to
prevent it from occurring. This article introduced the perspective
of New Opportunity Theory in the criminology to discuss how we
can stand against espionage. The theory emphasize that opportunity
is an essential factor of the occurring of crimes. The primary aims
of espionage are to spy, collect, leak, or deliver confidential infor-
mation, and such criminal action must be done by opportunities of
reaching such information. That’s how espionage is highly related
to the factor of opportunities. Based on this kind of problem aware-
ness, this article, based on the New Opportunity Theory as well as
the preventive strategy extended from the theory, tried to draw out
the strategy to espionage through the definition, characteristics,
and case analysis of espionage. The conclusion of this paper is that
the factor of opportunity is essential to espionage. From this per-

spective, the researcher described a situational prevention strategy
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for espionage. Such strategy can also improve counterintelligence
works and provide the basis of the theory. Finally, the suggestions

in terms of policy and execution for the study are also proposed.

Keywords: Spy, Intelligence, Espionage, National Security, New
Opportunity Theory
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